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His zeal was inherited, and it was fostered by
family associations.    Richard Chancellor, the brave
Englishman who, in   May, 1553, eighteen monthr
before Philip was born, accompanied Sir Hugh Wil-
loughby on his famous and disastrous voyage " foi
the search and discovery of northern parts of the
world, to open a way and passage to our men foi
travel to new and unknown kingdoms," was one of
the " servants/' as they were called in those days, of
Sir Henry Sidney; and Sir Henry was one of the
chief promoters of that voyage.*    Sir Henry's inter-
est in the seafaring exploits that did so much to
advance the welfare of England was continued, and
it was shared by his brothers-in-law, the Earls of
Warwick and Leicester.    Philip, who had Richard
Hakluyt for one of his Oxford companions, must,
from his childhood, have heard much of the venture-
some and patriotic work.    Sir Humphrey Gilbert,
his senior by about fifteen years, was one of Sir
Henry's  principal  officers  in  Ireland,   and   when
Gilbert was not fighting in Ireland, he was schem-
ing methods of reaching Cathay or of founding
colonies on the way thither.    Another schemer to
these ends, but more anxious to be engaged in trade
and piracy nearer home, was Martin Frobisher, of
the same age as Gilbert, who also, in the intervals of
other occupation, served under Sir Henry in Ireland

* A remarkable speech by Sir Henry Sidney on the setting out of
Willoughby's and Chancellor's expedition is quoted from Eden's "Deo
ades of the New World " (1555) in my 4* English Seamen under the
Tudors," to which I may refer the reader for a fuller account of much
that is briefly told in this chapter.